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THIRD DISTRICT COURT VACANCY PROCEDURES 
 
Salt Lake City, Utah—The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) will follow established 
procedures when filling the Third District Court vacancy that will open as a result of Judge 
Leslie Lewis not being retained by voters. Judge Leslie Lewis’ term expires Jan. 1, 2007.  
 
In moving forward, the AOC will advertise the position within the next few weeks. Individuals 
have 30 days to submit an application. To be considered for the position, candidates must be at 
least 25 years of age, a citizen of the United States, a resident of Utah for at least three years, and 
admitted to practice law in Utah.  
 
The Third District Nominating Commission will meet to review the applicants before forwarding 
names to Gov. Jon M. Huntsman. Utah law requires the Judicial Nominating Commission to 
submit five nominees to the Governor within 45 days of its first meeting. The Governor has 30 
days in which to make a selection. The Utah State Senate has 60 days in which to approve or 
reject the Governor’s selection.  
 
It is expected that there will be a gap between the time Judge Lewis leaves the bench and when a 
new judge is appointed. The court will distribute the cases to existing judges in the Third District 
Court.  
 
In the Seventh Judicial District, the procedure for filling the vacancy that will result from Grand 
County and Moab Justice Court Judge Paul Cox not being retained will be handled by the Grand 
County Commission. Judge Cox’s term expires in Feb. 2007.  
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